90 CREATIVE IMPULSE IN INDUSTRY

If training children to read, write and count,
training them in facts relating to history and
language, did not, as it had been hoped, lay the
world at the feet of the children, training them
in factory processes, parents felt competent to
declare, laid the children at the feet of exploi-
ters. That is where in any case, in the light of
common experience, they might expect thorn to
land. To reorganize the schools with that pos-
sibility in mind was for the parents a surrender
of their gambling chance.

The promoters of industrial education, with
some success, have made it clear to the com-
munity generally that parents were giving
heavy odds in their gamble, but those promoters
would have made this more obvious to parents
if they could have shown that the assets accru-
ing from the new school curriculum increased
more materially than has the wage earn-
ing capacity of their children. The results for
individual children are not sufficiently striking
to advertise the departure, and if they were, the
departure would not warrant tho endorsement
of the community on the ground of the higher
wage, as wages are fixed by competition. They
are advanced by a general increase in produc-
tivity. But the increase that occurs through